
 

 

How a Lawsuit Gets to the Indiana Supreme Court 

 

 

Facts Cause a Party to 
Have a Legal Claim 

against Another Party

The Aggrieved Party, 
Called the "Plaintiff," 
Files a Claim against 

the "Defendant"

Parties Discover Facts Trial or Hearing

Final Judgment by Jury 
or Judge

Unsatisfied Party, 
Called the "Appellant," 

Appeals to Indiana 
Court of Appeals

Parties ("Appellant" 
and "Appellee") File 
Briefs Making Their 

Arguments

In Some Cases, the 
Parties Make Oral 

Argument Before the 
Three-Judge Court of 

Appeals Panel

After Judges Vote, the 
Court Hands Down Its 

Opinion

Unsatisfied Party 
Petitions the Indiana 

Supreme Court to 
Transfer Jurisdiction

Indiana Supreme Court 
Decides to Assume 

Jurisdiction and 
Vacates the Court of 

Appeals Opinion

Parties Give Oral 
Argument before the 
Five Justices Based on 
Their Court of Appeals 

Briefs

Justices Make Initial 
Vote and Assign a 

Justice to Write the 
Opinion

Author Submits a Draft 
to Other Justices for 
Comment and Vote

Disagreeing Justices 
Write and Submit Their 

Separate Opinions

The Court Hands Down 
the Opinion with Both 
Majority and Separate 

Opinions


